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Synopsis

A GrammyA® nominee. The bestselling author and EmmyA®-winning television star guides
graduates across the uncertain seas of post-academic life. Inspired, inspiring, and laugh-out-loud
funny.He’s taken on political satire and skewered self-help. Now Al Franken turns the world of
earnest, inspirational self-help books on its head.More advanced than Robert Fulghum, more fit
than Maria Shriver’'s husband, Oh, the Things | Know! is Franken’s commencement address for the
21st century. A cradle-to-grave guide for living, it takes young grads from their first job ("Oh, Are
You Going to Hate Your First Job!") through their twenties and thirties ("Oh, the person of Your
Dreams vs. the Person You Can Actually Attract!"), into marriage and parenthood ("Oh, Just
Looking at Your Spouse Will Make Your Skin Crawl!"), and all the way up to senior citizenship ("Oh,
the Nursing Home You’'ll Wind Up In!").What does a mega success like Al Franken have to say to
ordinary people? "There’s no point in getting advice from hopeless failures." Filled with wit, wisdom,
observations, and practical tips, this is an easy-to-follow user's manual for human existence. Why

travel life’s highway all by your lonesome when you can bring Al Franken along?
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Customer Reviews

Fans of Franken’s brilliant political satire (Rush Limbaugh Is a Big Fat Idiot) will be disappointed with
his latest book. Oh, the Things | Know, while humorous in places, does not live up to the biting
acerbity of Franken’s political wit. It also pales in comparison with his earlier "self-help" persona,
Stuart Smalley of Saturday Night Live fame. In this audio the author offers guidance, of a sort,

through many of life’s travails. Throughout, Franken appears to put aside what he is best at, humor,



and tries to turn out a chapter or two of what Oprah is best at, concern and helpful advice for daily
living. Those of us who have laughed out loud while reading his earlier books will be dissatisfied
with this slim attempt at humor. Most libraries would be better served with any of Franken’s other
works.Theresa Connors, Arkansas Tech Univ., RussellvilleCopyright 2002 Reed Business

Information, Inc.

With a nod to Dr. Seuss and his popular tome for graduates of all ages, Franken offers his own
advice guide, which covers pretty much anything anyone wants to understand about life. The aptly
named chapters include "Oh, the Mistakes You'll Keep Repeating," "Oh, the Weight You Will Gain,"
and "Oh, the Orgasms You'll Fake (For the Ladies)." Franken tries to be nurturing, yet he can’t avoid
being blunt: "Someone once said it is just as easy to fall in love with a rich person as with a poor
one. Actually that’s not true. It's easier to fall in love with a rich person. But to get them to love you
back, that's harder." And when remarking on Babe Paley’s comment, "You can’t be too thin or too
rich," Franken adds, "Nobody loves a fat, poor person." Nor does he shy away from debunking
myths. What doesn't kill you will make you stronger? Franken had a friend who went in for back
surgery, which made him stronger for a while, until the blood clot that formed in his leg during
surgery collapsed his lung, making him weaker. This laugh-aloud take on advice books--it is
dedicated simply "For Oprah"--is Stuart Smiley with an edge. Reviewer’s advice: don’t read it while
sitting alone on a bus. llene CooperCopyright A© American Library Association. All rights reserved

--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

His later books are funnier,

If you love Al Franken then this is a hoot! | have purchased all his books and CD’s and this is the
one that still makes me laugh out loud. It isn’t one of his ’political’ books. He makes fun of his sex
life, drugs, bad bosses, college graduates, and his own self-help book. Great for fans!

as advertised. good

Great
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and dog gone it... people like him

| can’t believe people didn’t find this funny. My hubby and | read it out loud and laugh out loud. My
girlfriends and | read it out loud and laugh out loud. | guess there’s no accounting for taste. One of

my favorite books by him. Oh the people with no sense of humor you will encounter.

| like Franken’s work so much that | bought others too! He makes me laugh out loud, but he also
makes you think about what’s really going on in our government.
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